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Introduction

The NSB started as an H3Africa-funded project, with the aim of setting up biobanking infrastructure in South Africa, and Africa. It formed part of a larger network of institutions across Africa, the US
and UK, with the aim of streamlining and harmonizing bioinformatics and biobanking infrastructure across the African Continent in order to support genomic research. Locally, biobanking in South Af-
rica has gained momentum in the past three years catalyzed by genomic reseachers who have placed increasing emphasis on data, and therefore sample quality, which is becoming a major area of fo-
cus in the modern research biobank. A LIMS is the heartbeat of any biobank, for without it, biobank is essentially a room full of freezers. We partnered with Bika Lab Systems, in association with
SANBI to build a LIMS solution from the ground up. The inital phase focused on standards for LIMS implementation with emphasis on six divisions: sample management, data collection, data query, se-
curity and administration management, data integration, and data analysis
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